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BATmap, or By-catch Avoidance Tool 
using mapping, is an app for 
Scottish skippers to share real-time 
information about the location of 
hotspots of fish species that are 
choke species or of conservation 
interest with other participating 
skippers. Marshal et al 2021.

https://aura.abdn.ac.uk/items/4e65739e-f065-4dbf-be54-d200a8d8940

Fishing behaviour modifications to avoid catching fish you don’t want.



The importance of discards in assessments

• Stock assessments require accurate estimates of all fisheries removals taken from fish stocks (dead catch) to 
estimate the impact of fishing on stock. 

• But…… accurate and precise estimates require good at-sea-monitoring.

• Currently ~1% of fishing trips in the ICES area have discard monitoring.

• In addition, discard survival may occur. This is difficult to estimate. 

• Consequently, the accuracy & precision of discard estimate is low - impacting on the assessment precision.

• If discard patterns are changing over time, e.g. increasing discards in response to quota limitations, this can 
generate bias in stock assessments.
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