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A Call for Global Leaders to Act:
Pledge to Protect Wetlands at COP30

We, the undersigned civil society organizations and scientists, respectfully urge you to
place wetlands at the forefront of the global climate agenda at COP30 and take urgent
steps to conserve and protect these ecosystems, vital to all life on Earth.
3

Wetlands play an indispensable role in regulating our climate'. They have a very high
capacity for carbon storage, storing the largest amount of carbon per unit area of any
terrestrial ecosystem? Peatlands alone store an estimated 450-650 billion tonnes of
carbon, equivalent to 31-45 times global greenhouse gas emissions in 2023°. Despite
covering just 3—4% of the Earth’s land surface®, peatlands contain as much carbon as the
world’s forests® and store up to one-third of the world’s soil carbon®.

However, these essential wetland ecosystems are among the most threatened on the
planet, disappearing at a rate three times faster than forests’. Inland wetlands, in particular,
have suffered extensive and rapid loss, driving declines of 81% of inlan<4:| wetland species
populations since 1970%. While forests are rightly and repeatedly ‘name-checked’ in climate
negotiations, wetlands lack the same attention despite their critical contribution to climate
protection.

At the same time, even the most iconic continental wetlands in the Global South, such as
the Pantanal in South America, the Okavango Delta in Africa and the vast peatlands of the
Congo Basin and Southeast Asia, are facing unprecedented pressures from water
abstraction, industrial agriculture, resource extraction, and unsustainable infrastructure
development®®. Wildfires exacerbated by the climate crisis are becoming a regular
occurrence in many wetland areas: In 2015, 2.6 million hectares of Indonesia’s forests and
wetlands burned, releasing 1.6 gigatonnes of CO2 — comparable to Germany’s annual CO,
emissions™; in 2020, nearly one third of South America’s Pantanal, was also lost to
wildfires®™, releasing 115 million tonnes of CO,"”, equivalent to Belgium’s emissions for that
year.

When drained or degraded, wetlands release massive quantities of greenhouse gases,
transforming them from carbon sinks into vast carbon sources that exacerbate the global

climate crisis™.



Degraded peatlands, covering just 0.4% of the
Earth's land surface, are responsible for an
estimated 4% of global anthropogenic
greenhouse gas emissions annually’™, excluding
emissions from fires. If current trends continue,
greenhouse gas emissions from drained and
degraded peatlands will consume an estimated
12-41% of the remaining emissions budget to
keep heating below +1.5 to +2°C™. The case for
swift action to protect wetlands as a critical
nature-based solution to the climate crisis is
undeniable.

Significant climate mitigation potential exists in
tropical peatland countries where an estimated
800 million tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions
could be reduced annually (equating to 1.5% of
global emissions) through peatland conservation
and restoration”. Currently, just 17% of peatlands
lie within protected areas, significantly less than
other high-value ecosystems such as forests
(38%)®.

Freshwater wetlands mitigate climate change and
provide critical benefits for people and
biodiversity. They buffer against floods, storms,
and droughts, helping build resilience, particularly
for communities in vulnerable regions, protect
water quality, regulate hydrological cycles, and
underpin immense biodiversity and livelihoods"™.

Freshwater wetlands provide services valued at
US$27 trillion per year, representing 24.7% of the
total monetary value of all biomes®°. Conserving
and restoring wetlands is a win-win-win for
people, nature, and climate, contributing not only
to climate mitigation and adaptation but also to
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
and global biodiversity targets.




As COP30 approaches, we have an unprecedented
opportunity to elevate the role of wetlands in
international climate policy. COP30 will be a defining
moment for the global community to demonstrate united
leadership. Now, more than ever, it is essential for
nations to reaffirm their commitment to nature-based
solutions and ensure wetlands are prioritised in national
climate strategies.

We call on the Parties to the Paris Agreement to:

1.Pledge to protect and restore freshwater wetlands
as a priority in national climate action plans (NDCs)
and long-term strategies, including those to expand
the designation of protected wetland areas.

2.Increase Dbilateral cooperation and technical
support for wetland conservation and restoration in
the Global South, prioritising biomes with extremely
high climate and ecological value, such as the
Pantanal, Southeast Asia’s peatlands and Congo
Basin.

3.Collectively pledge to protect freshwater wetlands,

uniting to agree on clear, measurable targets for
wetland protection and restoration, supported by
adequate financial resources for implementation.

4.Strengthen Indigenous peoples' and local
communities' active participation in wetland
management and conservation and promote
recognition of customary tenure and traditional use
practices in relation to their protection.

The role of wetlands in both climate mitigation and
adaptation is undeniable. Let us unite, at COP30 and
beyond, to place wetlands at the heart of the global
climate agenda, ensuring they continue to serve as
powerful, natural allies in the fight against climate
change.

We trust in your leadership and commitment to
safeguard our climate, planet and our shared future.
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This document is also supported by:

César Luena - Member of the European Parliament (Spain)
Annalisa Corrado - Member of the European Parliament (ltaly)
Alex Sobel - Member of Parliament (United Kingdom)

Pippa Heylings - Member of Parliament (United Kingdom)
John Randall - Lord (United Kingdom)

Lisa Badum - Member of Parliament (Germany)

Julia Schneider - Member of the Bundestag (Germany)

Daisy Cooper - Member of Parliament (United Kingdom)
Jan-Niclas Gesenhues - Member of Parliament (Germany)
Michal Wiezik - Member of the European Parliament (Slovakia)
Olivia Blake - Member of Parliament (United Kingdom)

Shona Jenkins - University of St Andrews and the University of Edinburgh
Dr Christopher Schulz - University of St Andrews, UK

Dr Simon Pooley - Birkbeck University of London

Professor Susan Page - University of Leicester

Federica Sulas - University of Gothenburg

Rafael Morais Chiaravalloti - University College London

Ikegbunam Nchedochukwu Clara - Unizik

BK van Wesenbeeck - Delft Technical University (TUD)

Dr. Nelly Nambande Masayi - Kibabii University

Marta Villasan Barroso - ONG Bioinnova, innovacion y Biodiversidad
David Santiago Rocha Cardenas - The ecosystem carbon conservation
Fernando Iglesias Letelier - Andean Conservancy

Xuan Quach - Pacific Environment Vietnam

Rossana Dewi R - Gita Pertiwi Foundation

Friedor Jeske - Thant Myanmar

Pua Lay Peng - Kuala Langat Environmental Action Association

Crisna Akbar - Sumatera Environmental Initiative

James Puckett - Basel Action Network

Scott Webb - Resource Renewal Institute

Ali Plummer - Wildlife and Countryside Link

Hasan Mehedi - Coastal Livelihood and Environmental Action Network (CLEAN)
Radostina Slavkova - Environmental Association "Za Zemiata" - Friends of the Earth Bulgaria
Arni Finnsson - Iceland Nature Conservation Association

Elise Kervyn - CNCD-11.11.11

Fabio de Oliveira Roque - UFMS

Geraldo Alves Damasceno Junior - UFMS

Alexandre Ebert - UFMT

Carlos Bernardo Mascarenhas Alves - Projeto Manuelzdo (UFMG)

Débora F Calheiros - Férum Nacional da Sociedade Civil nos Comités de Bacias Hidrograficas
(FONASCQC)

Douglas Brian Trent - Instituto Sustentar

Mébnica Aragona - Nucleo de Estudos Ecoldgicos do Pantanal (NEPA/IB/UFMT)
Jerry Magno Ferreira Penha - UFMT

Lucia Mateus - UFMT

Paulo Aparecido Pizzi - Mater Natura - Instituto de Estudos Ambientais
Solange Kimie lkeda Castrillon - Universidade do Estado de Mato Grosso
Gabriel Nascimento da Silva - Universidade Federal de Alagoas

Leticia Couto Garcia - UFMS



Larissa Espirito Santo de Mendonca - Universidade Federal de Alagoas
Monique Tayla Gabriel Ferreira - UNIFESP

Rafaella Silva Roseno - Universidade Estadual de Santa Cruz

Arlaine dos Santos Francisco - ProBaV - Projeto Baleia a Vista

Fernando Rodrigo Tortato - Panthera

Marcelle Heliépolis de Oliveira - Universidade Federal de Alagoas

Grasiela Edith de Oliveira Porfirio Petry - Atelié Verde Inspira

Helena Rachel da Mota Araujo - Universidade Estadual do Sudoeste da Bahia
Sarah Kessya Lopes Muniz de Almeida - UFAL

Marlon Almeida dos Santos - UERJ

Camila SantAnna dos Santos - Universidade Estadual do Maranhao

Marcela Brasil de Castro Godinho - UFABC

Luke Ribeiro Mazzei Franca Barros - IBRAT SP

Catia Nunes da Cunha - INCT-INAU

Alex Correa - UFV

llidio Roda Neves - ADUFMS / UFMS

Gislaine Disconzi - Instituto Pato-mergulhdo / Centro de Estudos do Cerrado UnB Cerrado
Pierre Girard - UFMT

Samara Carbone - Universidade Federal de Uberlandia

Lais Leda Leila Magalhdes de Lira - UFAL

Mariane Barbosa Santos Novelli - Instituto de Pesquisas Cananéia

Pedro Jovem dos Santos Junior - Federacdo dos pescadores e Aquilcutores MS -FEPEAMS
Luiza Ishikawa Ferreira - Associacdo de protecao ambiental Jaguatibaia e PUC-CAMPINAS
Cassiana Solange Moreira - Associacdo Comunitdria dos Artesdos e Pequenos Produtores de
Mateiros - Tocantins

Maria Antonia Poliano - Colénia dos pescadores profissional artesanal Z 10 de Fatima do Sul MS
Vital Ribeiro - Projeto Hospitais Saudaveis

Paulo Lima - Viracdo Educomunicacao

Renata de Loyola Prata - LITIGA Litigancia Climatica e de Direitos

Juliano Bueno de Araujo - COESUS Coalizao Nao Fracking Brasil

Maria Paula Fernandes - Uma Gota No Oceano

Andréa de Oliveira Caetano - Movimento Recicla Marica - VOUAMAR

Keroline de Souza Faria - IFF

Luiz Antonio da Silva Rodrigues - Coalisdo SocioAmbiental de Niterdi - COSANI
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The role of wetlands in both mitigating and adapting to climate change is
undeniable, and their protection must be central to our efforts in achieving
the goals of the Paris Agreement.
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