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The Environmental Justice Foundation (EJF)
exists to protect the natural world and defend our
basic human right to a secure environment.

Our work to secure environmental justice aims to protect our
global climate, ocean, forests, wetlands and wildlife, and defend
the fundamental human right to a secure natural environment,
recognising that all other rights are contingent on this.

EJF works internationally to inform policy and drive systemic,
durable reforms to protect our environment and defend human
rights. We investigate and expose abuses and support environmental
defenders, Indigenous peoples, communities, and independent
journalists on the frontlines of environmental injustice.

Our campaigns aim to secure peaceful, equitable and
sustainable futures. Our investigators, researchers,
filmmakers, and campaigners work with grassroots partners
and environmental defenders across the globe.
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INTRODUCTION

Wildfires are on the rise, quickly shaping as a global
emergency and defining feature of the climate
crisis: more frequent, intense and destructive.

They are burning more land, displacing communities, driving
biodiversity loss, releasing vast quantities of carbon and
imposing mounting economic costs. A recent analysis revealed
that 43% of the most economically damaging wildfire events
recorded happened in just the last decade.’ This is a period
marked by the accelerating climate crisis, which is creating
conditions conducive to fire prevalence and severity through
rising temperatures, erratic weather patterns and droughts.

Wildfires during the 2024 to 2025 global fire season, from March
2024 to February 2025, burned more than 3.7 million square
kilometres of land, a total area larger than India.? Despite burning
less land than the annual average over the past two decades,
emissions from this season were 9% higher than the average.?
The intensity is also growing globally, with a 2-fold increase in the
frequency and magnitude of extreme fire events.* The increase

in emissions is largely because of fires in critical carbon sinks
such as forests and wetlands, which are vital for biodiversity
protection, livelihoods and economic development.® In 2023

and 2024, global forest disturbance caused by fire was over

twice the annual average recorded between 2002 and 2022.57

In the Pantanal, the world's largest tropical wetland and a
hotspot for wildfires, anthropogenic global heating has made
fire-prone weather up to five times more likely, resulting in
burned areas 35 times greater than would have been expected
otherwise.® This pattern is evident in other wildfire-prone
regions: southern California, for instance, has experienced a
25-fold increase in burned area because of the climate crisis.®

“a

igyvifﬁi'fes are not just destroying
irreplaceable ecosystems and fueling.

thi;_:'-.climate crisis; they are also a direct
threat to-human health, livelihoods

and wellbeing. In just two decades,

the number of people globally exposed
to fires has surged by 40%.°

Each year, wildfires claim the lives

of several hundred people and force
many thousands to evacuate.”*? They
destroy homes and vital infrastructure,
including schools and businesses.

During the 2024 to 2025 fire season,

over 100 million people were exposed

to wildfires, with at least 200 fatalities
directly attributed to these events.” Over
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USs215 billion in physical assets, including 4+

homes and other infrastructure; werealse ¥

exposed to fire risks during this time:

THE MESSAGE IS CLEAR: WILDFIRES
GLOBALLY ARE THREATENING
PEOPLE AND THE PLANET.
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INTRODUCTION

Regions with a history of wildfires
are facing more intense and severe
fire events, while new areas are also
having to contend with this threat.
Without urgent global action to
address the drivers of this crisis —
global heating and unsustainable
land use —wildfires will only
worsen, undermining efforts to
build climate resilience and protect
communities and livelihoods.

In this briefing, the Environmental
Justice Foundation (EJF) provides

a glimpse into the real human

and ecological costs of wildfires
across six regions: from the UK's
carbon-rich temperate peatlands,

to the tropical landscapes of the
Pantanal and Indonesia, to personal
experiences in Los Angeles and
Greece, before concluding in the

Congo Basin, where one of the s 3{}';

world’s most crucial carbon sinks is
increasingly vulnerable to wildfires.

Through first-hand accounts,
testimonies from environmental
defenders and expert insights, we
explore how fires are reshaping the
map of risk, deepening inequalities
and threatening lives, while reflecting
on what must change to stop this
crisis from escalating further.
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The UK is experiencing a
significant rise in wildfire events.

By the end of July 2025, England and Wales had
recorded a 663% increase in wildfires compared
to the same period the previous year, and a 33%
increase over the same period in 2022, which was
previously a record year.” From January to mid-
August 2025, 856 wildfires had been recorded.*
Global heating is fuelling this crisis, disrupting
weather patterns and increasing the frequency of
hot, dry conditions. In peatland ecosystems, where
dryness driven by the climate crisis increases ignition
susceptibility, this is particularly concerning.

Peatlands have a globally important role in carbon
storage. Despite covering just 3-4% of the Earth'’s
land surface, they contain as much carbon as all of
the world's forests and store up to one-third of the
world’s soil carbon.” In the UK, peatlands store an
estimated 3.2 billion tonnes of carbon.’® When fires
hit peatlands, they not only damage the ecosystem
but also release vast amounts of stored carbon into the
atmosphere. This turns these valuable natural assets
from carbon sinks into sources of GHG emissions,
exacerbating the climate crisis and creating a self-
reinforcing feedback loop. Between 2001 and 2021,
peatland fires accounted for 25% of the total average
burned area in the UK, yet were responsible for

up to 90% of all fire-related carbon emissions.*
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INCREASE IN TONNES OF CARBON WILDFIRES

STORED IN UK
WILDFIRES PEATLANDS RECORDED

Moorland burns in rural Wales.
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First and foremost, it’s the blocked weather
patterns in the UK, which climate change
scenarios predicted ten or twenty years ago.
You have a high-pressure system locked, the
jet stream swirling around it and staying
there. It brings those dry, Easterly winds to
the UK, which dry out the biomass, creating
extortionate amounts of fuel loads. The
climate change scenarios, which seem to

be absolutely coming true right now, show
we are on the upward trend. The fuel loads
and wildfire risks are both increasing.*

It's a vicious cycle: the loss of carbon stored
contributes to emissions, intensifying climate risks
and increasing the likelihood of further fires. Annual
emissions from peat fires are highly variable but are
estimated at, on average, 0.5-1.0 billion tonnes of
carbon dioxide equivalent per year, equating to around
1-22% of global greenhouse gas emissions.??* Research
shows that a 2°C rise in global temperatures could lead
to a 60% increase in emissions from peatland fires.

During a conversation with EJF, Dr. Heinemeyer,
ecosystem ecologist, drew attention to the growing
threats posed by wildfires in peatlands, the ecological
costs, and called for policy responses rooted in science
and involving the voices of local communities:

Fuel loads are increasing rapidly on UK peatlands because
when it's warmer and sunnier, you get more biomass,
especially on peatlands. More fuel loads means a greater
wildfire risk. This is not reported [on] enough.

It is not a matter of “if” but “when” a wildfire will most
likely burn into the peat. That means you have lost
hundreds, sometimes thousands of years of carbon.

When you lose the top layer of peat, you also lose all of the
vegetation with it, all of the biodiversity, and what you get
afterwards is likely not what you had before. Opportunistic
species will move in, rather than the species that should be
there, because the seed bank has been burned away. You get
completely different vegetation, most likely invasive species.

[Wildfires are] changing the peatland and its functions. All of
them. And once you've lost the peat, you change the water-

holding capacity, the drinking water quality, and all the ecosystem

services and functions that are linked to an intact peat layer.

We shouldn't forget about people. Real democratic values
and a more equal society would allow people to see
themselves as part of society within nature, having a role
to play and having decision-making power. If we want to
tackle these big issues, we need to address inequality. If
we don't have people, we can’t solve our problems.
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Spanning more than 13 million hectares,
Indonesia’s tropical peatlands are
among the largest on Earth.?

Carbon stored in Indonesian peatlands is estimated
to be between 55 to 57 billion tonnes, roughly

on par with over two years’ of global CO, energy
emissions at the present rate.?*? These carbon-
dense ecosystems play a critical role in sustaining
local livelihoods and strengthening global climate
resilience, and peatland fires exacerbate emissions.

We believe the peatland is a precious
ecosystem. It is not a wasteland. We can

use it to support locals, support Indigenous
peoples. There are a lot of commodities that
can expand the local livelihoods without
damaging the ecosystem in the peatland. It
can preserve the atmosphere, [it can] slow
down climate change. And when we talk
about the real impact, it can give a lot of
benefits to the locals in the community.?®

In spite of their importance for local livelihoods and
biodiversity, peatlands in Indonesia are severely
threatened by human activities. Peatlands have
been subject to widespread drainage for industrial
agriculture, particularly palm oil plantations,
which increases their susceptibility to fire. Fires
are used as a cost-effective method to clear land in
Indonesia, but can cause peatland fires on a large
scale.?? Research shows that more than half (54%)
of the 3.8 million hectares at high risk of forest

and land fires within peat hydrological units fall
within corporate concessions and adjacent areas.

Further, between 2015 and 2019, 30% of all
mapped fire areas occurred within palm
oil and pulpwood concession areas.?

"The carbon emissions are bigger [in
peatland fires], at least in recent fires in 2019
and 2023, even when the [burned] area is
smaller than other years. In this ecosystem
[peatlands], it's more difficult to handle it
because the fire can run more strongly. It has
a bigger haze; that's why the government,
many times, gets complaints from nearby
states, like Thailand and the Philippines.”

- Wahyu Perdana, Advocacy, Campaign, and
Communication Manager with Pantau Gambut, told EJE.

Experts interviewed by EJF in September and October
2025 stressed that effective wildfire management in
Indonesia must prioritise addressing the primary
driver of risk: industrial-scale land clearing.
Neglecting these root causes risks undermining
long-term progress and worsening local impacts.

A representative from Pantau Gambut told EJF:

“[Plantation] concessions are a source

of the wildfires. A lot of plantations in
Indonesia are dependent on locals. They
hire locals as workers, so there is a mutual
dependency. When this condition still
exists, the cycle continues for a long time.
We try to cut the evil cycle, so that when the
locals don’t work anymore for concessions,
we believe they can cultivate the land by
themselves. They can get a lot of money with
that, they can increase their economy.”
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In developed countries, it's due to climate change.

Not man-made fires. My concern is about, generally, how to
combat climate change. Fires will happen again and again
because we have not been able to avoid emissions. We need to
work together globally. Now, under the current economic and
political situation, it seems like the solution is far, far away.

- Dr. Herry Purnomo, Center for International Forestry
Research Indonesia Country Program Director
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PANTANAL:
BRAZIL

The Pantanal, the world’s largest
tropical wetland, is increasingly
threatened by wildfires.

Spanning Brazil, Paraguay, and Bolivia, this

globally significant ecosystem is experiencing
widespread biodiversity loss and increased carbon
emissions as fires intensify. These fires also pose

a serious risk to the Indigenous and traditional
communities who depend on, and have long
protected, this landscape. In 2025, wildfires have
already consumed over 100,000 hectares in the
Pantanal, burning an area larger than Singapore.3°3

During the most recent wildfire season, smoke pushed
air pollution levels in Brazil up to 60 times higher
than World Health Organisation air quality standards,
and caused over US$200 million in economic

losses in the Pantanal, mainly in agribusiness.

It is troubling when the fire comes,

because the people inside the territory
become very worried, especially the children.
The firefighters go out to protect from

the fire. So we were left alone here in the
village, with much concern. Only with a
bucket, with a cup, to protect some houses.

- Rozinete Marino, local Indigenous teacher, told EJE

In 2020, the Pantanal experienced an unprecedented
wildfire crisis that scorched one-third of its territory,
resulting in the death of over 17 million vertebrates,
and released more than 115 million tonnes of
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Wildfires around Porto Jofre,
North Pantanal, November 2023.
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carbon dioxide, more than Belgium’s emissions in
the same year. 3343 Since then, massive fires have
become increasingly frequent, with climate change
identified as a key driver. In 2024, extreme wildfire
events were made up to five times more likely due

to human-induced global heating.*® By June 2024,
the number of fires in the Pantanal had surged by an
astonishing 1,500% compared to the same period in
2023.*” Symptomatic of the deepening crisis, earlier
this year, Brazil declared a nationwide environmental
emergency in anticipation of the wildfire season.®

Indigenous firefighting brigades in Brazil are on

the frontlines of wildfire response, drawing on
generations of land stewardship and traditional
ecological knowledge. However, the escalating
impacts of global heating, which are driving more
frequent and intense fire events, are placing these
irinunities under increasing danger and pressure.

During this fire that happened in 2020,
we had no equipment at all. We had no
training at all. We fought [the fire] in
the way we understood, with what we
had available. And when it passed, it
had devastated our territory completely.
That shocked the community.

- Roberto Maridoprado, Chief of the
Perigara Indigenous firefighters.

EJF provides drone and safety training that enables
firefighters to spot wildfires and determine

their direction of travel, helping optimise their
capacity to contain them and to save lives.
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A firefighter during a wildfire in Kadiweu CASE STUDY \|
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VOICES FROM THE FRONTLINE: INDIGENOUS
FIREFIGHTERS IN THE PANTANAL

In the heart of the Pantanal, Indigenous firefighters are
uniting to protect their land and communities from the
growing risk from wildfires:

People who go to fight in combat, we have to be very careful. The
smoke harms us and we have to be careful with the houses, the
animals. The fire, it causes a lot of harm. It affects us during the
dry season. In August. It's mostly the smoke that spreads. Then
we get intoxicated and often can’t breathe. When the smoke
cloud really descends, everyone struggles to breathe. It's tough.

- Elielza | Guat6 Indigenous firefighter

I believe that from 2020 and even in 2024, over these years, we've
been greatly affected by the fires. The fire didn't completely
reach our island here, but it came close, right here in front, very
close. And what harms us most is the smoke. And the effects

left behind by the fire, which harm our community here.

- Matheus | Guat6 Indigenous firefighter

It was a very difficult year. There were many fires, everything
around us burned and the fire spread a lot, and some houses were
at risk of burning. And there was the brigade, the firefighters who
came here to help us and thank God the worst did not happen,
because these people were with us, and it was difficult, there was
fire everywhere, and it was not easy, it was a very tough time.

- Marinalva | Riverside community firefighter




CALIFORNIA

On January 7 2025, several fires

flared across Los Angeles, with

the two most significant being the
Palisades fire, which burned over 9,300
hectares, and the Eaton fire which
damaged over 5,600 hectares.3%*

Collectively, they destroyed over 16,000 structures,
including homes and businesses.*** The scale of
destruction and displacement caused by the Palisades
and Eaton fires shocked the Los Angeles community.
These two fires now rank among the top 10 most
deadly and destructive in California’s history.#

The Los Angeles fires illustrate how global heating
is reshaping risk maps and shifting longstanding
assumptions. The intensity and extent of the

fires were a direct result of the climate crisis,

with reduced rainfall and flammable drought
conditions converging with strong winds.*

EJF spoke with Chessa Latifi, Deputy Director
of Emergency Preparedness and Response
with Project HOPE, about how the crises she
has responded to across the world became
deeply personal to her own community:

440

TOTAL FATALITIES,
INCLUDING INDIRECT
DEATHS

16,000

BUILDINGS
DESTROYED
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Damage from the Palisades

wildfire in Los Angeles.

Ilive here in Los Angeles. I'm only a couple
of miles away from the Palisades. My kids go
to school here. I saw them start around 11:00
AM. I could see the smoke rising. I thought,
oh man, that'’s kind of close, but we had fires
all the time. It's an urban area, so it could
have been a building. I didn't think much of
it, but I was watching it and decided to pick
up my kids early. Not because I thought the
fire would ever reach the school, but I was
worried there would be traffic and I'd have
trouble reaching them. When I got to the
school, around 3:00 PV, the information
was coming out that the Palisades were
under evacuation and the fire was whipping
through. I picked up the kids. Everyone

was picking up their kids early. I turned the
corner and could see the fire in my rearview
mirror. It was close. Not only was it close,
but it was also such a populated area.

Later that night, the Eaton fire happened.
Information was coming out that these
highly populated areas were burning. We
were watching the local news. The fires
were moving so quickly. Even four miles
away, I could see them from the top level of
my house. The wind was insane. The heat
was so dry. You could feel it in the air. It's
LA, there are palm trees everywhere. They
were at a 45-degree angle. In the morning,
everything was blanketed in smoke and dust.

The entire city and beyond went
through 10 days of intense fear.

It wasn't just that the Palisades and
Eaton fires weren't contained, it was that
hotspots were flaring up everywhere.
Everything stopped. Businesses weren't
running. People weren't leaving their
houses. Schools were closed. There

were huge economic impacts.

I would go to distribution sites and be
asked, ‘Do you think all of these people were
displaced?’ But it didn't matter whether
they were. We were all impacted. Maybe
people were there looking for food because
they didn't have work that week. The health
impacts were there. We were masking up
and running air filters, but if you didn't
have the finance to buy air masks or filters,
or have the health information, or if your
job didn't offer you the opportunity to stay
inside or work remotely, there is a significant
impact beyond just being displaced.

30 people were initially reported to have died in
the fires, although the total death toll eventually
rose to 440 when including deaths from smoke
exposure, healthcare service disruptions and

the mental health toll.*® The total wage loss for
local businesses and employees was estimated

at US$297 million, and the fires caused 150,000
evacuations.”*® The overall human and financial
costs unfolded over the weeks and months, with
health impacts set to endure over the longer term.

There are lasting psychological impacts in the
community, particularly for vulnerable groups.

CASE STUDY

“We worked with children who had lost
their homes. One of my mental health
specialists got a call from a parent who said
her son woke up in the middle of the night
in a nightmare and panic attack, saying, ‘I
have to pack my things, we have to pack’,
throwing his things in a bag because he
didn’t get a chance [last time]. He was at
school and then everything was gone. These
kids will be affected for the rest of their
lives. So many people had to move out of
Los Angeles. In my kids’ school, there were
about 30 to 40 families who lost their homes
completely. A significant number just left.”+

Just seven months after the Palisades and Eaton
fires, another wildfire several hours north of Los
Angeles surpassed both in size. Known as the
Madre fire, it ignited in early July and burned

over 32,000 hectares during a nearly month-long
blaze.>® Madre was then surpassed by the Gifford
fire, which began in August, burning over 53,000
hectares.” Concerningly, the threats only continue
to loom. In its October 2025 to January 2026 outlook,
the National Interagency Fire Center forecasts
“above-normal” risk of large fire activity through
December of this year in Southern California.>

“I hate the word resilient. As humans, for
the most part, we don’t just sit down and
die. It’s within our nature to figure out how
to survive. We often have no choice but

to be resilient. I would love a world where
we didn’t have to make people resilient.”

- Chessa Latifi
10




Wildfire patterns across the
European Union are increasingly
concerning. Since the start of 2025,
over 1,000,000 hectares have bheen
burned, compared to over 370,000
hectares during the same period last
year, a total burned area equivalent
to nearly one-third of Belgium.*

These fires have emitted nearly 42 million tonnes

of carbon dioxide, over double the emissions from
the same period in 2024.5* Greece is among the
countries most severely affected.> To date, 47,753
hectares have burned, exceeding the 41,948 hectares
the previous year: an increase made up of fewer
individuals, but larger and more severe fires.>

The past four years have seen some of the
country’s most devastating fire seasons in
recent history, a pattern that seems likely to
persist, if not intensify with global heating.>

An analysis of recent fire threats in Greece,
Turkey and Cyprus found that global warming
has made the weather conditions driving
wildfires up to ten times more likely.

47,133 <M

HECTARES BURNT HECTARES BURNT
IN GREECE SO FAR IN EU SO FAR
THIS YEAR THIS YEAR
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Wildfire in Attica, Greece, 2024.

Without climate change, the study found,
fire events of this severity would only
occur only once every 100 years.5®

Large fires in Greece threaten communities,
farmland and ecologically important areas. In
2023, Greece made headlines as the largest wildfire
ever recorded in the EU tore through the country,
burning over 96,000 hectares.*® The devastating
fires in 2023 took the lives of twenty people,

most of whom were refugees and migrants.®°

Fires in Greece actively threaten areas designated to
protect precious and vulnerable biodiversity. In 2024,
nearly 11,000 hectares of burned areas in Greece were
within EU Natura 2000 sites or other protected areas.®
The percentage of protected areas being burned per
wildfire event is higher and accelerating faster than
Portugal and Italy, which also face high wildfire
risks.®? This alarming trend is expected to continue.

EJF spoke with Tonia Madouras,
resident of Ziria, Greece in October.
She recounted her experience with a
wildfire that struck her village in 2022:

Wildfires here, usually it's very windy
and extremely hot. The one that
happened here to me,  heard two
blasts, bang, bang, and then I saw the
fire. There was a fire the week before,
but that was because somebody wasn't
being cautious. But this one, it came
to our house in not even five minutes.
There was so much wind going right
to the village. We were the first house
to get hit. The police saved our house
and told us to leave. We were lucky.

It swept all around our house. It
burned everything. Small-time farms.
It burned olive trees, trees that are
hundreds of years old. You can still see
the burned areas, the brown areas.

It'’s scary. People are just scared every
summer. There is always a constant

fear there is going to be another fire.

I've been through earthquakes and
hurricanes [when living in New Orleans].
A fire is something else. It strikes

fear for me more than anything else.
First it's devastating, then seeing who
got burned, then anger, then fear.

CASE STUDY

During the most recent wildfire season this
summer, fires forced the evacuation of over 32,000
people, as well as thousands of tourists. The

blazes tore through homes, resorts and farmland,
disrupting daily life and tourism, a significant
sector that contributes 18% to the local GDP.%3%4 .

People don’t want to be forced to leave their homes
behind. When EJF asked Tonia if residents in her
village are considering leaving as the risks

of wildfires increase, she simply said:

“They stay. Where are
they going to go?”.




BASIN

The Congo Basin is often referred to as
the “lungs of Africa”. It is the world’s
largest tropical forest carbon sink and
contains the largest remaining area of
intact tropical forest, much of which is
largely undisturbed by human activity.®

Its environmental value, rich biodiversity and

vital role in combating the climate crisis cannot be
overstated. It contains the largest tropical peatland
complex, which stores an estimated 29 billion tonnes
of carbon dioxide, equivalent to around 33 years

of greenhouse gas emissions from the EU.¢¢¢

This particular part [peatlands] of the
Congo Basin is probably one of the least
human impacted and disturbed. In
terms of conservation, you have lowland
gorillas, forest elephants, and several
other endangered primates. In many
ways, this is a last bastion of all kinds of
tropical biodiversity in Central Africa.®

As global heating and human activity reshape our
world, however, they expose us to new risks. Climate
change is dramatically intensifying fire risk in the
Congo Basin, increasing the likelihood of weather
conducive to fire by up to eight times.® The threat,
scale and severity of fires are expanding globally,
putting ecosystems and livelihoods at growing

risks, even in areas where fires were not previously

a major concern. An alarming study of fire trends

in the tropical forests of Central and West Africa

13

revealed that active fires have doubled over just

18 years, most notably in the Congo Basin, fueled

by rising temperatures, prolonged droughts, and
human-driven deforestation.” As the climate crisis
deepens, these numbers are expected to rise further.”

EJF spoke with Dr. Michael Wimberly about
a significant yet often underexamined issue:
the Congo peatlands as a critical area to
watch as global wildfire threats increase.

THE CONGO PEATLANDS - A CRITICAL
AREA TO WATCH AS GLOBAL WILDFIRE
THREATS INCREASE

The Congo peatlands are absolutely

an area to be concerned about. These
landscapes are amazing. Part of it is that
we didn't quite appreciate how much
peat there was, until about a decade ago
people started actually measuring the
peat and how much carbon is stored.

Right now, amazingly, much of these
peatlands in the Congo Basin are fairly
pristine. There are huge areas that have
had relatively low human impact so far.
But what we've seen in many other parts of
the tropics is when you start to get human
encroachment, whether it’s logging or
clearing for agriculture, fire follows.

Once fire starts to get into tropical
forest and tropic peatlands,
it has insidious effects.

When peat burns, it's what we call a
ground fire. The peat smolders, but it
goes on and on. Once you start to get
fire into a tropical forest, it kills some
trees and reduces some overstory

cover and lets understory vegetation
expand, then those forests become more

susceptible to fire the next time around.
Once fire starts to encroach, you get an
unraveling of that tropical ecosystem.

Carbon is at risk. Estimates of up to 30
billion tonnes of carbon are stored [in Congo
peatlands], and that is carbon that has very
slowly accumulated over time. If we lose
that carbon, there is substantial feedback
into the global climate system. That'’s not
just alocal impact on the ecosystems.

Fire in the moist and wet tropics is an
untold story. The fires in the tropics look
unimpressive compared to huge wildfires
in the Western U.S. They are slow moving
ground fires or smouldering fires in peat
that are hard to detect. But because many
tropical ecosystems are not adapted to
fire, these small fires have big impacts.
There is a feedback effect built in: you

get a little bit of fire, making the forest
more conducive to fire, and then you get a
little bit more. What you end up with are
cumulative effects over years and decades.

CASE STUDY

In the long term, it can result in the loss
of forest vegetation and conversion to fire
maintained shrub or grassland vegetation.

Climate change mitigation is very important.
It's cross-cutting. The extent to which we can
limit climate warming going forward will
have a pantropical impact and give us a better
chance at protecting tropical forests and
maintaining the tropical forest carbon sink.”

Crucially, any attempt to address the growing
threat of wildfires must prioritise the rights and
agency of local communities. Sustainable fire
management must be grounded in local realities,
recognising people’s dependence on natural
resources and ensuring meaningful inclusion in
governance and decision-making processes.

“There are people living in this part of
the Congo. They certainly make use of
ecosystem services from the forest. For
these people, development is not a bad
thing, butit’'s a double-edged sword. We see
negative impacts on ecosystem services,
whether food, resources, wood, or water
that local people are utilising. We need to
acknowledge the right and need of'local
people to use resources to improve their
standard of living. We need to support

it in a way that can be done sustainably
and avoid many of the environmental
tragedies that we've seen in other areas.”

- Dr. Michael Wimberly
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@ Acknowledging global heating as a major driver that amplifies wildfire
risks across borders, and strengthening international collaboration
to address these challenges collectively through drastic cuts in

greenhouse gas emissions and scaled up funding for climate adaptation.

@ Protecting and restoring carbon-rich ecosystems such as
wetlands with targeted financing for nature-based solutions,
recognising their critical role in the climate agenda.

@ Integrating Indigenous and local community knowledge
into wildfire management policies, recognising their
unique expertise as custodians of their land.
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THE MESSAGE IS CLEAR:
WILDFIRES GLOBALLY ARE
THREATENING PEOPLE

AND THE PLANET.

ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE
FOUNDATION

EJFOUNDATION.ORG
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